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THE PORT HOLE co MARCH,.45. 
UNDATED PACIFIC WARS. 
DESTRUCTION OF PROBABLE DESTRUCTION OF 734 JAPANESE AIRCRAFT 
DURING THE RECENT CARRIER TASK FORCE PLANE STRIKE AGAINST THE 
NIPPON HOMELAND WAS REPORTED BY FLEET ADMIRAL CHESTER W NIMITZ 
LATE FRIDAY «THE ADMIRALS ANNCUNCEMENT AMPLIFYING PREVIOUS CCMMUN= 
[QUES INDICATED THE MANY OF THE PLANES WERE BAGGED WHILE ATTACKING. 
THE FIFTH FLEET AS JT RETIRED FROM JAPANESE WATERS .MEANWHILE 
GENERAL DOUGLAS MACARTHUR REPORTING FROM THE PHILIPPINES DISCLOSEL 
AMERICAN CAPTURE OF ANOTHER IMPORTANT AIRFIELD CN NORTHWESTERN 
LUZON AND THE SMASHING OF A JAPANESE GONVOY OFF FRENCH |NDCCHINA. 
THE FLEET COMMUNIQUE SAID YANK NAVAL FLIERS SHOT DOWN '284 JAP 
PLANES DESTROYED ae ON THE GROUND PROBABLY DESTROYED OR DAMAGED 
ate OTHERS AND INDICATED EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO SEVEN MAJOR AIR 
FIELDS ON KYUSHU ISLAND, 
EARLIER COMMUNIQUES LISTED 45 TO 4 JAPANESE WARSHIPS GRIPPLED 
IN THE INLAND SEA , THE ADMIRAL SAID THE ACTION LASTED FROM MARCH 
18 TO MARCH 24ST, SINCE THE TWO STREKES AGAINST THE JAPANESE 
HOMELAND WERE MARGH EIGHTEEN AND NINETEEN THE LATER ACTION PROBAB- 
LY REPRESENTED THE NIPPON AERIAL ATTACKS ON THE RETIRING FLEET. 
THE JAPANESE CLAIMED ELEVEN OF THE CARRIER TASK FORCE WARSHIPS 
WERE SUNK_.NIMITZ PREVIOUSLY REPORTED ONLY 4 SERIOUSLY DAMAGED .. 
THE YANK DRIVE TOWARD BAGUIO SUMMER CAPITAL IN THE PHILIPPINES 
WAS HIGHLIGHTED BY SEIZURE OF NAGUILIAN TOWN AND [TS AIRFIELD. 
IN THE BALETE PASS SECTOR NORTHEAST LUZON AMERICAN DOUGHBOYS IN- 
FLICTED HEAVY LOSSES. ON THE JAPANESE AS THEY-REPULSED FOUR 
COUNTERATTACKS , ON THE MOUNTAIN FRONT EAST OF MANILA. YANK 
SOLDIERS TOOK HIGH GROUND ON A FOUR MILE FRONT AND FURTHER COMPRE- 
SSED THE NIPPONESE INTO A NARROWING DEFENSE ZONE. A FEW JAPANESE 
NIGHT RAIDERS STRUCK THE LINGAYEN GULF AREA AND CLARK FIELD 
CAUSING MINOR DAMAGES, 
OFF INDO CHINA AMERICAN FLIERS LASHED A SEVEN SHIP CONVOY .THEY 
SANK 2 DESTROYERS 2 FREIGHTERS. AND A MINESWEEPER, FOUR JAPANESE 
INTERCEPTORS WERE SHOT DOWN .ONE YANK PLANE WAS LOST . 
AT WASHINGTON BRIG GENERAL LAURIS NORSTAD SA|D ONE HUNDRED SUPER- 
FORTRESSES HAVE BEEN LOST EIGHTYFOUR IN COMBAT SINGE THEY STARTED 
OPERATIONS FROM THE MARIANAS LAST JUNE .THE GENERAL DISCLOSED 
THAT THIRTEEN ONE HALF SQUARE MILES OF TOKYO WERE REDUCED TO 
ASHES IN THE MARCH NINTH B o2 HITS THERE . 
JAPANESE PREMIER KUNIAKI KOISO:°WAS QUOTED BY RADIO TOKYO AS 
TELLING THE IMPERIAL DIET THAT NIPPON WAS FULLY PREPARED TO 
REPULSE ANY INVASION OF THE HOMELAND AND ALSO DETERMINED TO Mie 
RECAPTURE [WO JIMA SAIPAN AND GUADALCANAL .HE MADE THESE STATEMEN~- 
TS AS MEMBERS OF THE DIET INDICATED THEY WERE NOT SATISIFIED WITH 
HIS WAR EFFORTS , THE JAPANESE AGENCY DOME] REPORTED THE KOISO 
CABINET ADOPTED A STRONG PROGRAM FOR WAR LABOR MOBILIZATION IN 
CONNECTION WITH ANT] INVASION AND AIR DEFENSE WORK AND FOCD 
AND WAR PRODUCTION, APPARENTLY THE JAPANESE WERE USING AN OLD 
TRICK JN CENTRAL CHINA THEFT OF THE VITAL WHEAT CROPS OF SOUTHERN 
HONAN AND NORTHERN HUPEH PROVINCES .A CHINESE ARMY SPOKESMAN 
REPORTED A NEW JAPANESE DRIVE |NVOLVING SOME 60,000 SOLDIERS 
SUPPORTED BY MECHANIZED UNITS . THE PUSH STARTED FROM NORTHWEST 
OF FANKOW WAS HEADED FOR THE WHEAT BELT . THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE 
JAPANESE ALSO APPARENTLY HOPE TO ELIMINATE SCME ADVANCE AJR_FJELTS 
AND TO LIFT A CHINESE THREAT TO THEIR CCMMUNICAT]ONS ALONG THE 
PEIPING HANKOW RAILWAY , 
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PARIS;. 
GERMAN BROADCASTS FRIDAY NIGHT DECLARED THAT THE U_S 3RD ARMY | 
SHOCK TROOPS HAD SE]ZED A FOOTHOLD ACROSS THE RHINE AND OTHER 


FORCES WERE TRYING TO CROSS NEAR DUESSELDORE AND COLOGNE AS HISTOR. 


GREATEST AERIAL ONSLAUGHT WARNED THE ENEMY THAT THE ALLIED END THE 


WAR OFFENSIVE NEAR WITHOUT ALLIED CONFIRMATION THE BERLIN RADIO 


SAID THE THIRD ARMY HAD CROSSED. THE RHINE NEAR OPPENHEIM TEN MILES 


SOUTH OF MAINZ UNDER COVER.OF ARTIFICIAL FOG AND AN ARTILLERY 
BARRAGE USING AMPHIBIOUS TANKS .A BERLIN MILITARY SPOKESMAN SAID 
AMERICAN UNITS ALSO HAD ATTEMPTED DIGGING IN- FARTHER NORTH. WHERE 
THE ENEMY WAS EXPECTING FIELD MARSHAL MONTGOMERY TO STRIKE HOURLY. 
WHILE THESE MIGHT WELL REFLECT GERMAN ANXIETY THE FACTS WERE THAT 
ALLIED STRATEGISTS HAD WRITTEN OFF THE RHINE AS A MILITARY BARRIER 


~ » AND THAT THE RUHR AFTER WEEKS OF TERRIFIC BOMBING WAS ISOLATED 
* AND PARALYZED RIPE FOR ASSAULT. ie. nk ‘ 


1é¢TH ARMY GROUP HEADQUARTERS 3. 

Ty, < ALLIES CAN CROSS THE RHINE MOST ANYWHERE AT ANY TIME LT GEN 
NELSON BRADLEY SAID FRIDAY ADDING THAT FIELD MARSHAL _KESSELRING 
HAD ASSUMED COMMAND OF GERMAN FORGES ON THIS FRONT AT A BAD TIME 
THE TWELFTH ARMY GROUP COMMANDERS. REMARKS TO CORRESPONDENTS 
SUGGESTED THAT CONDITIONS NOW ALLOWED LARGE SCALE IMMEDIATE CROSS- 
[NGS OF THE RHINE WITHOUT THE USUAL PAUSE AFTER A MAJOR CAMPAIGN 
TO REST REFIT AND REGROUP .BRADLEY SAID "THE NECESSAITY OF KEEPING 
THE REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD SMALL 1S NOW REMOVED "MEANING THAT EARLIER 
LARGE FORCES COULD NOT BE SPARED FOR EAST OF THE RHINE OPERATIONS 
UNTIL THE WHOLE WEST BANK HAD BEEN CLEARED . 


LONDON;. 

THE MIGHTIEST AERIAL ONSLAUGHT IN HISTORY WAS CARRIED TO A CRUSHIN 
CLIMAX FRIDAY WHEN MORE THAN ay @ ALLIED WARPLANES BATTERED 
COMMUNICATIONS IN AND AROUND THE GERMAN RUHR. IN PREPARATION FOR 

AN IMMINENT ALLIED DRIVE ACROSS THE RHINE .NAZI TROOPS AND ARMOR 


IN A ONE THOUSAND SQUARE MILE AREA FACING FIELD MARSHAL MONTGOMERY: 


ARMIES WERE CUT OFF FROM REAR BASES AFTER SIXTEEN HUNDRED AMERICAN 
HEAVY BOMBERS AND FIGHTERS RIPPED UP ELEVEN RAIL CENTERS _AND THREE 
FLEETS OF RAF LANGASTERS BLASTED OTHER SUPPLY LINKS WITH ELEVEN 
TON OBLITERATION BOMBS AND MADE DIRECT ATTACKS ON ENEMY TROOP 
CONCENTRATIONS. WEEKS OF VERY TERRIFIC BOMBING HAVE LEFT THE 

RUHR CRATERED LIKE. THE MOON AND ISOLATED FROM THE WEST OF GERMANY 
BP seen an OF TWISTED RAIL LINES BROKEN HIGHWAYS AND DEMOLJ SHED 


NEWYORK; . 

BIG LEAGUE: CLUB ‘SECRETARIES WERE BUSY FIXING UP SPARE ROOMS AT 
SPRING TRAINING HEADQUARTERS TO ACCOMMODATE AT LEAST 5¢ PLAYERS 
EXPECTED TO LEAVE THEIR ESSENTIAL OFF SEASON JOBS, THE WAR MANPOW- 
ER COMMISSION RULED THAT BASEBALL PLAYERS GOULD LEAVE THEIR WAR 
JOBS AND RETURN TO THEIR TEAMS, THE CLEVELAND INDIANS ANNOUNCED 
THEY EXPECTED INFIELDERS BLAS MONACO JOE DES|DERATO AND RUSS 
PETERS PITCHER MEL HARDER AND CATCHER BUDDY ROSAR,OTHER PLAYERS 
EXPECTED TO LEAVE THEIR WAR JOBS AND RETURN TO THE DIAMOND ARE ~ 
NICK ETTEN ERNIE BONHAM FRANK GROSETTT WHIT WYATT KEN. RAFFENSBER~ 


GER BUCKY WALTERS AND OTHERS. 


